[Cytokeratin expression of tumor tissue in cutaneous merkeliomatosis (disseminated cutaneous Merkel cell carcinomas)].
In 2 patients suffering from cutaneous merkeliomatosis, we investigated the immunohistochemical expression of cytokeratin in cutaneous tumors, making use of 3 monoclonal antibodies. We observed a strong selective cytoplasmic fluorescence of the tumor cells in formalin-fixed tissue sections. Thus we were able to detect single intra-epidermal tumor cells. Both these findings and the intracorneal occurrence of tumor cells argue for a transepidermal elimination process. The reactivity patterns with monoclonal anticytokeratins revealed a cytokeratin expression of simple epithelial including cytokeratin 19.